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ABSTRACT

This paper features excerpts from a book-length diary comic that chronicles a year of mourning after
my father’s death. The narrative weaves together reflections on his iliness and passing, while ex-
ploring the complex role of being a son, a doctor, and a bioethicist—someone deeply informed, yet
powerless to change the course of his decline.
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DAD'S RASEMENT

B | FOUND THIS (oMPOSITION BOOK \N A FILE DRAWER HE HADN'T VENTURED (NTO 1S BASEMENT WORK-
\ (N DADS RBASEMENT WHILE GOING £ SHOP TOR YEARS, AND IN RECENT MONTHS
N, THRoueH H\S STUFE. |T \WAS ,-g'iv k: HE DIDN/T SEEM TO CARE MKH AROUT
Z VN Filed NEYT To STATIONARY, )m‘" ] RS TOOLS, BUT TO ME, THE BASE-
SN, ENUELOPES AND MANILA NG LT T ,-g LA MEnT WAC DAD PERSON!F!&:D
SHIN. FOLDERS — ALL 50+ YEARS gi——— ==gli@ === S (N OUR. MORTTON @RONE hDME' 18
EN /N OLD AND UNWUSED. DAD 4 '* w ';:?;-7@6:7.* BEFORE MOM. DIED, DAD AH

7 g S AN (R N\ LOVED TO TiNKkER-
A ENDLEKLY, AND

ORGANIZATIONAL QB
— W\ SK|LLS. THE RASE- \
@ MENT WAS A WORK

S To ADMIRE (OLOR-CODED WIRE
’?--} P EASTENERS, ZRINDER TIPS, GLVWE \
A/ STICKS, WALLPAPER. REMNANTS “-ACTO
K BLADES, WRENCHES, M\ALTlME‘TERS
W FSHTAPE, WASRERS, (OAT BANGERS, LEAD

Y WEGHTS, MAGNETS, DREMEL BITS HEAT € C
SHRINIK ~AND _SHARDS é\\—’/\ GLASS. THAT'S WHAT € DID; HE MADE THINGS BETTER.
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VU By RO F L 5o GLENVIEW TERRACE

\
l

MY FATHER bneb YE.(TEN)/H AFTER- 4 topnG
D&LINE WI(TH beHamA foLlownNG % € n:S
OF <Tpores. coud FINALY D M ¢
HE WAS (N A Nudsne FAQUTY W(TY
L' SURPLEU ENTAL CARCGIUERS Wi
Looleh) oUT o (M ~ FEING,
TolenNG b AdvocqTing
A\, For t(S (NTEMESTS —
A\ WHEN HE @NTR4TED
A A MW wse

LwE HoN'T Fobes Feed Pesbe hepe, ' RyT |\
WONDEL-, BHi) THEY TRYZ DAD LevEd "To eAT
(Fos) anD hapMoMA Yepe RIS MAIN
LOVES 1N NI FINAL MONTHS) So |
CAN'T EscAPE THE FecunC T
THE REPoRTS OF HIM “DOING WELL
MEANT LTTLE MOoRE THAN
AE WhS [(JoT chuSib
THE STAFE ANY
TLoUBLE - AND ,
(l.\E \QOUH'(ON
HCIHUT /

5 HOUTVESS OF bIATA,
- 6 Fevepl — RQT V
“JWHeEN He eMense) fRoM
(SolATRN > DAYS AGo, MY

“FNCTED HE WAS EVAUATED TH\PSTY , AND
ZHAD & Desp, NASTY CouGH. DELBIE

:  IN QUILED A@O&(T NS 1S Poup WElCzttT
7 L0SS oVel (0 DANS AND WAS  TOLY THAT

Y ) S0 HANY OTHEE VULNERABL
g People (N NUX(NG HoMES ws
|N§TlTuT(ow§ AROUND THE WoRL .
THoWGH (S FINAL EVENT KYEARS To BE §
A LALGE BLeed (v niS Nedls, 5o My &sE
ONTOBUTED TO HIS DATH , aND (TS So SAD.
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(G- MINUTE JOB"

|'VE GOT A &-MINUTE JOR For You." DAD N DAD DieD ON WEDNEXDAY, | FLew TO
N\ ALWAYS STARTED THIS WAY WHEN HE WANTED N, CHI(AGD ON THURSDAY, ATTENDED HIS
A\, HELP wWITH A PRO)ECT. “GET ME -\, FUMERAL ON FRIDAY, AND SAT SHIVA N
N\ YOuR @LUE GUN AND A COFEEE b\ SUNDAY AND MONDAY. TUESDAY AND
L AN CAN- A HAMMER TO0O." | & \ WEDVESDAY, WE (LEANED QuT HIC 4
N\ UNDERSTOOD THE GLUE (== | A OFRICE/ BEDREOM AND BEGAN
N GUN - DAN could Fr* A E KA O DECLUTTER ttIs
AN\/TH(N(z WITA HOT - M\ BASEMENT. THEN,
BN k) - /N MY SIBUNGC AND
| PAKTED WAYS

; lc.‘\ -", .

)'V‘
r 4
AT
<P
5
!
’t

:Jn - \\V.

.’\" e, »
- A\
N s N

» / ; ‘/j;
= J EDGE AND SIDE WITH THE HAMMER AND NG y DAYS. \T WAS DIFFlcuT TO STAY
PLACED THE STILL-HOT GLUE GUN (N » PRESENT WHEN MY THOUGHTS WERE ON

/ THE NOW PERFECT CONTAINER 0 VEARS 7/ DAD- AND WHAT TO DO WIH ALL WS STUFE !
LATER, | STILL USE THAT TIN CAN.. |
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TURBULENCE

!ir L
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TRAVEL

IN THE VYEAR OR TWO REFORE
DAD DIED, | MADE FREQUENT VISITS
CHICAGD TD CHECK UP ON HIM
AND 0 HELP TO THE ENTENT \
WAS ADBLE., THE TRIPS WERE (NTENCE
AND OFTEN EMOTIONAL AS MY SIBLINGS
AND | TRIED TO FIGURE OUT WHAT WAS
REST For DAD WHEN THERE
WERE NO CLEAR ANSWERS AND
WE DIDN'T AWAYC SEE& ENC-
Yo-=cNE

TRAVEL WAS ALSD COMPLWCATEDN
BY MV OowN HEACTH PROBLEM AS
| STRUGGLED W\TH A BHERNWTED
D\sc (N MY BACK AND PAINFUL

SCIATICA.

ALL THIS TOOK PLACE IN TH&
(CONTEXT O©OF THE CovVId—I1S
PANDEMIC, WHICH HEIGHTENED
EVERYRODY'S SENSE OF
\SOLATION AND VULNERABIUTY.
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THESE TRIPS TO HicAGo RS So
DER<UCT ' WE ARNVED O SUNAY
MORNING AT €00 AM, AFTER /A
CLEGPLESS MNI(GHT AND S:00 AM  WAKE
UP calL. THE PLAN WAS To HEAD T€
MY BROTHER DAN'S proufe AND THEN
L&(T DaD. BYT MAN) TESTEN Poscivd
Fol OUD .... [NsEad , we HAD
peeaEasT, Visred DAD (AD HeD

A LUEy TIME S(TTAG OUTDORS)
THEN WENT To RIS  Houle TO
GO THRsUGH HIS  FIES AND OoTHER
CTUFE. B RETEVED SOME /(vfolTing
DOCMMENTS  AND GoT A sense oF
what's tHepe. THEN, DRevE To SISTER
Depdles | 100l A WAL wiTH MY NIECE,
(ourboor AND MASUSD 45 Ste “HAD
A cod”), HAD I

i "‘ =
— P> _44' ]

DAY 1, MONDAY - MY Niece TeSTS
fol- cOVID | WE REWIRE DEBBIE'S (NTERNET,
MY WIFE (1S4 TAKES A SwiM,
TRNMOES enEUE TO Ty, we
SREALL WITH w2 LAWYER | AND WE
LN For A FAMILY CONUSRSATION
e NICEACC MBI RUTUNE

MY SIBLINGS AND | SPEND
HOURS PREPPING, BUT THE
MEETING (& A SHIT SHOW.

[N THE MIDdLE OF ALL THIS,

| GET A CALL FROM MY DAUGHTER
SAYING THERE \§ A BGAC (SAK
(N THE NEIGHYORROOD AND. UWHAT
Stoud we Do 7 (UReenT )
MEANWHILE, THE SKIES ARe RUIAL,
THE WIND \¢ HOWLUING, THE
CONVERSATION (¢ BUEAK AND MY
BACK (¢ KILUNG ME.

N e
A\ S
\

> & HJL‘MMM‘M| - 'ﬁ ' i.
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DIFFICULT CONUERSATIONS

N\ | AM A TRAINED RIOETHICIST, AN
e CYPERIENCED PRYSICIAN, AND
AN NI(H=-FUNDED RESEARMHER
WHO HAS PURLISHED NUMEROUS
PeeRr~ ReEVIEWED APTICLES
rrHeE T oriel ©OF :

P LANNING AND

SURROGATE

| DECIS(ON~
| MA KNG
— |

e TEACH
e MEDICAL
S STUDENTS
T ABOUT THIS 7
ey e, NS
— Fac L TATED COUNT-
LESS FAMILY DISCUSSIONS;
P AND | HAVE MEDIATED CONFUCTS
_AMONG FAMILY MEMBRERS,
DocToRS, NURSES, AND OTHERS. (N
SHORY, 'M NO NoOVICE.
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NONETHESS , IWHEN | HAD TO DEAL
WITH THESE [SSUES Ww(TH MY OWN

FAMILY, ALL THE SKILS AND

EYPERIENCES PROVED TO BE
ONLY MARGINALLY HELP-

FUL. FAMILY DYNAMICS i
AND  CONFUCTING "

VIEWS AboUuT 4
WHAT \S

T R

\\ p_!(#_ﬂ—l[

WA\{ e — :
TD oy

LY vive THe \.
F PROCESS COMP= N

LATED AND
EMOTIONALLY — LADEN -
P’ WHEN THE POwWER DYNAMICS
"OF A CECOND MARRIAGE AND
STRONG- WILLED ADULT CHILDAEN
ARE LAYELED OV TOP OF THIS, (TS
NOT SUPRISING THAT CONFLICTS EMEREED.
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THE PHONE CALL

TUST SAW DdAD FoR
THE (T TIME
SINCE t®E @OT

TERR BLE - EMACIATED
COUGHING, WEAK. - -

IT'S LIKE — o,
THEY HAVEN'T - - Z\—HEY wFouML%T
= - ( (THO
o e ) \SeZs|  f DAD DIED T AT
- wrl o THIS  MORN(NG - %
S NMiELF. := g« ”""—: N\ HE BLED (NTO RETTER CoOME
~ =l WA TeT H(S NECK.
/4 ' ”—' ] .y :=:
N, 2 AT BN
\ e : & ‘.‘:.._._
' : il
1 : ’—"
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IN LONING MEMORY OF
MELVYN YMEL" GREEN
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